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knowledge. There being some sober and sensible gentlemen there, the discourse was carried on very gravely and judiciously, and the whole company seemed to receive it with pleasure; when a couple of young beaus, who happened to be in the room, beginning to be tired with a thing so much out of their way, one of them rises up on a sudden, and says to the other, Come, Jack, I am tired of this dull, religious stuff; prythee let us go, there's nothing in it. Ay, says the other, with all my heart, I know nothing of the matter: come, will you go to the opera ? There sat another young gentleman of their acquaintance there, and they pulled him to come with them: No, says he, I like this discourse very well, 'tis worth two operas to me. Why, says the other, how long have you been in orders, pray ? Is such stuff as that fit conversation for gentlemen ? Yes, says the sober young gentleman, I think it is ; pray, what can there be in religious conversation that is unfit for a gentleman ? There sat an ancient nobleman by, talking with a clergyman, who hearing the young gentleman's reply, fell a laughing; for this discourse put the former subject to a stop. On
my word, gentlemen, says his lordship, Mr.---------
has met with you: I don't think you can answer his question. Yes, my lord, says the foolish beau, I think 'tis below a man of quality to trouble his head about it. Pray, sir, says the lord, is it below a man of quality to be a Christian ? O, my lord, says the other beau, bantering and jesting, we are mighty good Christians at the opera ; and turning away to his comrade, says he, Come, come, Jack, pr'ythee let's go; so they went both out together, for they did not care to engage. Our gentleman listened with pleasure to all this discourse, till he heard that word, mighty good Christians, and then reflected upon his having used that expression to his mis-
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